Dear Richard
Illegal Tip, Rear of Over Farm, Highnam
I am sure you will be fully aware of the existence of this tip just off the A40 in Highnam. 
For over seven years, land behind Over Farm has been operating what is now widely considered to be one of Britain’s largest illegal waste dumps. Since 2018 fleets of 50 lorries a day have systematically targeted this site, dumping tens of thousands of tonnes of commercial plastics, building rubble, and hazardous material directly onto the floodplain adjoining the River Leadon. 
Highnam Parish Council have been pressing the Environment Agency, the responsible body, for many years to take appropriate action to bring this matter under proper, effective control and to put in place measures to remediate the site. Despite a meeting with E. A. officials in the spring, and despite assurances that they have this matter in hand, nothing gets done , and all we receive are bland , quite patronising and  ineffectual responses which amount to nothing. 
As a Parish Council, we have been able to secure widespread national and local media and press coverage regarding this site. Recently, Sky News commissioned a detailed scientific survey of the site which revealed the presence of extensive and alarming levels of noxious toxicity on site which has been passed on, we understand, to the E.A. All to no avail though. It appears the E.A. are not prepared to accord this site sufficient priority to warrant action being taken.
We were encouraged though to learn that National Government have recently weighed in and set aside significant funding to address this problem across England. Depressingly though, despite the Over site extending to over 100,000 tonnes of waste material and being, arguably, the largest in the country, none of this has been assigned to deal with this site.
 I was particularly interested to note very recently that Jeremy Hilton, Leader of Gloucester City Council, has written direct to the Prime Minister regarding a much smaller site within the city, requesting that he ensures appropriate urgent action is taken to address this issue. We should do likewise and follow this lead. However, Highnam Parish Council is a very small cog in the wheel with limited influence or profile. The purpose of this letter therefore is to request that Tewkesbury Borough Council join with us to elevate our concerns direct to the same level of authority. I am sure pressure from you as the Council Leader within whose boundaries the largest illegal tip site  in England exists will carry much greater weight.
Will you meet with me as a matter of some urgency, together with appropriate council officers, to discuss how we might lunch a joint initiative to bring this long-standing problem under control. I look forward to your response with interest.

Kind regards


Cllr Charlie Coats. Chair Highnam Parish Council


