Highnam Parish Council
Chair’s Report
15.9.2026
My apologies for being absent for this meeting and the fact that these notes are being written six days beforehand so may be overtaken by events in the intervening time. 
Advice has been sought from our planning consultant on the question of whether to seek a Call In/Judicial Review of the Lassington Solar Farm planning decision, and that opinion has been related to Cllrs on a confidential basis. I am aware though that private individuals in the village have also been looking into this and with whom I have had informal conversations. Whether they decide to pursue this course of action we wait to see. What is clear though is that there are lessons for us to learn in terms of how we address similar future applications and these we will return to shortly. 
On a without prejudice basis, I have been researching comparable evidence to support any negotiations we may wish to enter into to secure community benefits packages as and when any solar farm applications are approved. This data is, of course, commercially sensitive, so it would not be appropriate to publicly divulge it at this stage.
The Government’s decision to review its Local Government Reorganisation plans for Gloucestershire sems to have caught everyone by surprise. We wait to find out more about the timescale, scope and terms of reference for this review, but we need to be alert to pursuing every opportunity available to ensure our best interests are fully represented once again.
Lack of any form of action by the Environment Agency regarding the illegal tip at Over is beyond depressing. I have therefore written to the Leader of Tewkesbury Borough Council asking him to join with us in making a direct request to the highest levels in central government to require the E.A. to immediately put in place a detailed plan of action to tackle this. 
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