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Minutes of a Highnam Parish Council (PC) Extraordinary Meeting  
held on Tuesday 21st August 2025 

 
Present:                                                               

Chair Cllr Charlie Coats Cllr Russ Bailey 
Cllr Nick Cook Cllr Mark McGillion 
Cllr Bill Badham Cllr Bill Nicol 
  

 
In Attendance:  Wendy Barnard - Parish Clerk (PC)/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) 
62 members of Public  
             
Public Questions:  
 

The recent gas works in Highnam have been left quite untidy & although they have put down grass 
seed this obviously will not grow as it hasn’t been watered. 
The Clerk will investigate 
 
Will the Orchard have a plaque put up to commend Bill Badham & Adele Beaumont for the work 
they have done on it? 
Noted 
 
The football pitches/playing field have become very dry and will inevitably over time with rain 
become a quagmire 
The clerk will speak with the FC 
 
Speeding in Highnam is still a problem, when can we get some cameras? 
This is being looked in to. 
 
Due to the dry weather the gulley pots have become blocked, can highways make sure they are 
cleared before the rain comes? 
The clerk will speak to Highways 
 
The trees around Highnam need some work done on them, some are dying.  Can the PC put 
some money aside to undertake the work? 
This will be looked at 

  

1. To receive apologies for absence.  
Cllr Jill Smith, Hannah Layzell, Dave Rhodes, Paul McClain 

2. Members of the council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set out 
below. 
None 

 
3. To allow dispensations. 

N/A 

4. Strategic Planning overview 
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i. To inform on development pressures which the village are likely to be facing, including 
the recent presentation from Forest of Dean District Council concerning the Churcham 
development. 
 

Highnam is facing an unprecedented number of significant, high profile complex 
planning pressures, all of which are, or will, require relatively considerable attention 
from us as a council to ensure we properly represent and protect the interests of the 
community. Listing them below, you will readily appreciate the scale of the task. They 
are in random order, some immediate, some speculative at the moment, and some 
already in the public domain, but all will require further input from us sooner or later:  
 

•       Battery Farm scheme, Linton Farm-   Final Reserved Matters submission awaited. 
  

•       Lassington Solar Farm scheme –   Planning application just received (ref Agenda 
Item 5 ii) 
  

•       Linton Farm Solar Farm scheme. -   Planning application awaited. 
  

•       Further emerging solar farm proposal just learnt about off Two Mile Lane-   No 
further details at present. 
  

•       New Settlement concept off A40 –   Emerging through FoDDc’s Local Plan 
Review.  Now the subject of public consultation. 
  

•       Bromford Housing scheme west of Lassington Reach - Reserved Matters 
application just received. 
  

•       Expansion of Highnam Business Park- Granted in outline on appeal and awaiting 
further details. 
  

•       Care Home proposal-   Ref recent consultation by TBC re access considerations. 
  

•       Further residential housing scheme possibly in the offing. -   Location not yet 
divulged. 
  

•       Monitoring work on progress with three Council Strategic Local Plan - Assessing 
implications for us, plus monitoring Call for Sites initiative, reviewing need to 
resurrect work on our NDP etc. 
  

•       Unauthorised Tipping Rear of Over Farm –   A planning enforcement issue which 
we need to maintain the pressure on. 
  

•       Village Green application on Land South of Maidenhall –    A land use issue which 
requires our continuing input. 

 
ii. To consider the engagement of a Planning Consultant by the Parish Council to provide 

support and expertise in handling forthcoming planning applications. Discussion Paper to 
follow. 
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With all mentioned in item 4 it comprises a formidable amount of work, and who 
knows what else might be just around the corner, not all at once admittedly, but much 
of the heavy lifting will be over the next year or two. At the moment, together with 
considerable support, advice and encouragement from Cllr Cook as a qualified 
architect, I can lead on much of the work needed to enable us to make timely and in-
depth responses.  However, whilst I have over 45 years professional experience in 
planning, property development and management, I am increasingly conscious that 
now I am retired I am not as well informed or up to date with prevailing legislation, 
planning policy and practice as I would like to be. All this is also taking up a 
considerable and increasing amount of my time, none of which I begrudge, but I am 
very conscious that to do justice to all this will only create additional time demands. 
  
In my judgment we require professional planning consultancy support at crucial times. 
What I have in mind is engaging someone suitable to provide on call , light touch, 
critical friend advice who can comment on any  submissions and responses we may 
need to make; point us to relevant legislation and planning policy we need to be aware 
of; support us in making presentations to TBC Planning Committee when necessary ; 
point out where we may be going wrong; signpost us to other Councils experiencing 
similar challenges ; generally keep us on the straight and narrow. 
  
By way of precedent, the six PC “Consortium “, including Highnam, commissioned a 
local planner to support our work on confronting the New Settlement initiative a 
couple of years ago. We could not have done what we did without his considerable 
insight and support. Now this initiative has reared its head again there is a compelling 
and urgent need for the six Councils to, once again, commission a consultant to act in 
our joint interests. 
  
Conscious of cost and our finite resources, the emphasis would be very much on a 
light touch, cost effective role, only becoming involved where it is essential we have 
such support. I would feel considerably comforted knowing there is a reliable source 
of advice at hand we can call on; indeed, I would go so far as to say I do not think we 
can continue indefinitely without it. Whilst we can always discuss matters and seek 
advice from TBC planners, quite frankly, especially in my recent experience, the advice 
they can give is very limited and they do, of course, have to protect their own planning 
policies and positions. Whilst being realistic, our influence may be limited, we can 
help steer the direction of travel by timely inputs and do have the precedent let’s not 
forget of successfully defeating a planning appeal a few years ago. 
  
I have had without commitment informal discussions with an experienced recently 
retired local planning consultant who we have used previously. He would be prepared 
in principle and subject to agreement on terms, to act on our behalf. I therefore 
recommend that Council agrees in principle to the appointment of a suitable planning 
consultant on terms to be agreed. I would report back on the outcome of discussions 
before any appointment is approved. 

 
All Cllrs were in favour in principle to appoint a consultant. 
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5. Planning Applications 
i. Discussion of the planning application 25/00569/FUL - Home Farm , Two Mile Lane, 

Highnam Conversion of garage to residential annexe and associated works. 
No Objection 
 

ii. Discussion of the planning application 25/00566/FUL regarding the proposed 
installation of a ground-mounted Solar PV Farm and Battery Energy Storage System 
(BESS), including associated infrastructure, equipment, landscaping, and access 
at Part Parcel 8900, Lassington Lane, Highnam, Gloucester, Gloucestershire. 
 

The PC will strongly object to the development and will request the application goes to Full 
Committee.  The council discussed the themes to which the objections would be based on.   
 
Discussion with Cllrs & Members of Public 

• This application is not an either Solar or housing issue. They are totally separate and 
not related. 

• Impact on Leadon Valley will be colossal 
• Maisemore land for Solar farm was grade 3 
• TBC Planners should be invited to view the impact the Solar farm will have on the 

environment. 
• Access via Lassington lane will affect dog walkers, nursery children, cyclists and 

residents.  It is very dangerous, and the road is not built for so many heavy lorries.  
There are gas/sewer pipes under the road which will inevitably be damaged over the 
course of the 8 or more months. 

• A resident from Maisemore summarised the impact the Solar Farm that is currently 
being built.  They say it is 8-10 lorries but will be 15-20 lorries, they say not before 
8am but they start at 6am.  The constant banging from the struts going into the 
ground is debilitating on your mental health for 5 ½ days a week for 3 months.  The 
lorries are causing damage to the access lane and trees.  You can ring a number to 
complain but no one gets back to you, it seems once they have planning permission 
they really don’t care how they go about their business.  The panels do hum and will 
affect everyone even wildlife. 

• The views from Lassington Tower, a local site of great importance will be lost; many 
people visit the site for peace & quiet. 

• Numerous sites are under development, and it is necessary for Planning authorities 
to address all Planning applications collectively instead of on an individual basis. 

• The PC will not be seduced by Community funding proposals but will listen to parallel 
dialogue if the scheme does go ahead. 

• Access to Lassington Lane should be challenged as the Nursery is on this lane and 
will be dangerous for parents dropping/collecting children. 
 

Date of Next Meeting –    16th September 2025 

Meeting closed at 9.00pm 

 

Signature…………………………….  Date………………… 

https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SZDKUIQDH0C00
https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SZDKUIQDH0C00
https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SZ8KWOQDGYG00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SZ8KWOQDGYG00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SZ8KWOQDGYG00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SZ8KWOQDGYG00&activeTab=summary

