Parish Council Report September 2025
Tewkesbury Borough Council

The annual canvas is underway. Residents have been receiving emails and/or letters to take partin
the annual canvas for the electoral roll.

This is ongoing throughout September.

In July’s full council, it was agreed that 30k be put into an interim grass cutting plan. At the end of
2024, TBC resolved to hand the grass cutting of County Council land back after discussions with
CC officers failed to obtain the funding needed to continue.

Consequently areas that had previously been cut up to 9 times a year ended up neglected.

TBC officers have confirmed that any areas put forward by borough councillors to be cut will be
addressed and in the longer term, we will work with parish councils to develop a plan for the
coming years. With LGR looming, | do not feel it is appropriate to go back to the status quo and kick
the can down the road (or into the long grass!) for the next two years. We need to come up with a
future proof solution sooner rather than later. | will be engaging with the parish councils in my ward
in the coming months.

The planning department has been recognised on a national level by winning planning department
of the year. This is in recognition of the progress that has been made over the past 2 years. Whilst
we acknowledge that more work is to be done, the council have jumped over 100 places in the
national league tables over the past year. The tables look at things such as speed of decisions,
quality of decisions and the rate of appeals.

With the Strategic Local plan progressing one of the next planned stages is to engage with parish
councils on flooding. A full review will take place with parish councils asked to take part and submit
their evidence. Details of this is on the agenda for the parish and town councils seminar on
Wednesday 17th September. For those that cannot attend all details will be sent via email.

This year’s household support fund has been finalised and the executive committee approved the
plan for the coming year in their September committee.

The fund is administered by the County Council with a portion of the money given to each district
council.

This year TBC have been given £209455.65 to be administered as follows:

£122,000 for supermarket vouchers to be managed by eVouchers. Myself and Cllr Stanley had been
impressed with the way that eVouchers work with councils to make sure those in heed have choice
and agency over what they spend their vouchers on. Instead of being told what shop they can use,
residents can choose between most supermarkets and are able to use their vouchers for items
such as school uniform or energy as well as food. After putting the scheme forward, | am really
pleased the council have taken this on board.

£57,455.65 for grants to food pantries, food banks and Severn Wye to support vulnerable people
with food, fuel and essential supplies.

£20,000 towards transport costs for young people.



County Council

The deadline for parish councils to put express their interest in the 20mph/speed reduction scheme
is 19th September. We have had a strong take up and | look forward to sharing further information
after the initial deadline.

| have been appointed as the armed forces champion for Gloucestershire County Council. | am
honoured to be the voice for the significant armed forces community in my division and across
Gloucestershire. In my role, | take on chair of the armed forces covenant meetings which bring
together representatives from several charities and organisations across Gloucestershire. For more
information on the covenant and what it aims to achieve please see the GCC website.

With the new school term starting last week, there were several issues with planned and unplanned
road works across the division. After urgent meetings with my neighbouring county councillors in
Longlevens and Churchdown and highways managers, we managed to secure some positive
outcomes (as far as you can be positive about road works).

Down Hatherley/Twigworth/Longford:

Planned works after 12th September that require closures on Down Hatherley Lane will not go
ahead until the work on the A38 by Wales and West have been completed. Developers have been
told they need to postpone the next phases of their works.

Wales and West are replacing pipes on a long stretch of the A38 which means doing this in sections
and moving the temporary lights along as they move. They have been asked to move works down
toward the Longford roundabout first so that the pressure on traffic having to use Longford lane is
eased.

Please continue to report any issues with roadworks. Highways have given me assurances that they
can and will use fines when works go over their permit time or breach their conditions.

WALKABOUTS

Over the summer | had planned to meet with parish councillors and residents from all of the 12
parishes | represent. However life got in the way with an unexpected letter from our landlords to say
we needed to move as they wanted their house back! | have spent August finding somewhere to live
and packing up 12 years of ‘stuff’! Happily, | have found and moved into a new house in Innsworth
and am ready to get started again!

| will contact each parish separately with a list of dates and get a timetable of visits together to
advertise. | look forward to seeing all of your areas through the locals eyes!

Councillor Sarah Hands

Member for Highnam Division



