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Minutes of a Highnam Parish Council (PC) Meeting
held on Tuesday 16" September 2025

Present:
Chair Cllr Charlie Coats Cllr Nick Cook
Cllr Hannah Layzell Cllr Russ Bailey
Cllr Bill Nicol Clr Jill Smith

Cllr Paul Mclain

In Attendance: Wendy Barnard - Parish Clerk (PC)/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)
11 members of Public

Public Questions:

Residents still are experiencing difficulty in accessing appointments at Highnam Surgery
and have been offered appointments at Cheltenham Road. Obviously, this is difficult for
some residents. The Chair noted the concerns

Why is Maidenhall being closed when Lassington Lane is being resurfaced. Thisis
something that cannot be avoided and it is just for one day.

1. Toreceive apologies for absence.
Cllrs Dave Rhodes, Mark McGillion, Bill Badham, Sarah Hands

2. Members of the council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business
set out below.
None

3. To allow dispensations.
N/A

4. To approve minutes of meeting held 15" July 2025 & 21 Aug 2025
It was agreed the minutes were a true account of the meeting held. All in favour
5. Toreceive Reports
i. County Councillor’s report (Summary)

Tewkesbury Borough Council Updates (Full report can be viewed on website)

e Electoral Roll: The annual voter registration canvas is currently underway, with
residents receiving emails and/or letters to participate throughout September.

e Grass Cutting: An interim plan for grass cutting was approved in July with a budget of
£30,000. This was in response to Tewkesbury Borough Council (TBC) handing back the
responsibility for cutting County Council land at the end of 2024, which resulted in
some areas being neglected. TBC officers have stated that they will address any areas
brought to their attention and plan to work with parish councils to develop a long-term
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solution.

e Planning Department: The planning department was recognised as "Planning
Department of the Year" for its progress over the last two years. The council has moved
up over 100 places in national league tables, which are based on factors like the speed
and quality of decisions, and the rate of appeals.

o Flooding Review: As part of the Strategic Local Plan, a full review on flooding will be
conducted. Parish councils will be asked to participate and submit evidence. Details
were on the agenda for the parish and town council’s seminar on September 17th, with
information to be emailed to those who could not attend.

e Household Support Fund: The plan for this year's Household Support Fund has been
finalized and approved. TBC was allocated £209,455.65, which will be distributed as
follows:

o £122,000 for supermarket vouchers managed by eVouchers, which allows
residents to choose from most supermarkets and use them for items like school
uniforms, energy, and food.

o £57,455.65 in grants for food pantries, food banks, and Severn Wye to help
vulnerable people with food, fuel, and essential supplies.

o £20,000 for transport costs for young people.

Gloucestershire County Council Updates

e 20mph/Speed Reduction Scheme: The deadline for parish councils to express interest
in the 20mph/speed reduction scheme is September 19th.

e Armed Forces Champion: | have been appointed as the armed forces champion for
Gloucestershire County Council. In this role, they will chair armed forces covenant
meetings, which include representatives from various charities and organizations
across Gloucestershire.

Walkabouts
e | planto meet with parish councillors and residents from the 12 parishes | represent. |
will contact each parish individually with a list of dates to create a schedule of visits.

ii. Borough Councillor’s report — Cllr Jill Smith
Not much has happened over the summer, Local Government Reorganisation
consultation is continuing and progress can be viewed on the following link : View Link
We must have a submission by 28" November.

Clr Paul McLain
On the 24" June TBC set out the new Council Plan, a lot of the CIL money will be going
to the border of Tewkesbury Borough & Cheltenham which is concerning. Junction 10
M5 as seen on the news is significantly under funded by approx. £100m. Homes
England have bought most of the land so they will possibly fund most of the shortfall,
but TBC s106 & Cil money will be used.
LGR (Local Government Reorganisation) is very much in the spotlight, the elections next
year may mean that the decision is suspended.
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The budget in November will hit Tewkesbury Borough hard, the Chancellor has
already stated that funds will be redirected from the Shires to areas of depravation in
essence further North. This doesn’t take in to account the areas in our borough that are
in need of significant depravation.

There will be significant increases in Council tax over the next few years.

The administration admit that grass cutting wasn’t handled properly, TBC will not have
the funds to continue cutting GCC areas and the Parish Councils will be encouraged to
take this on which will mean an increase in the precept for 26/27.

iii. Chairman’s Report

Whoever said August was a quiet month could not have been more wrong this year, certainly
as regards my role as Council Chair. The summary below illustrates this:

Lassington Solar Farm planning application response- \We convened an extraordinary
meeting on 21 August to gauge public opinion, following which | have taken a great deal
of time in drafting our detailed four-page response.

FoDDC Local Plan Consultation — Agenda item 13 refers. The five Parish Council Chairs
meeting on 3 September provided an opportunity for an in-depth discussion on the
likely implications of locating a large new settlement on our immediate boundary. | have
been working on drafting a detailed response opposing this proposal and will have a
further meeting with Churcham PC representatives on Thursday evening to finalise.

Two Mile Lane Solar Farm Proposal: - On 28 July the Vice Chair, Clerk and | had an
online meeting with representatives for Voltis, a solar farm promoter, regarding another
significant scheme which is likely to surface as a planning application later this year.
Voltis have asked to attend a future meeting of the Council to present their ideas.

Bromford Housing Reserved Matters Planning Application — Item 7 refers. It is important
we make a full and detailed response to ensure we secure an acceptable development
scheme on this site. We only have this one chance to influence the design, layout and
appearance of this development.

Planning Consultant: - ltem 14 refers. | have been working with our preferred candidate,
David Crofts, to refine the scope of his professional support for us. Given the sheer
volume of planning related challenges, we currently face, and are likely to continue to
face, itis imperative that we have proper professional support and guidance to ensure
we discharge our responsibilities as effectively as possible.

Projects Working Group: - This is the Council’s workhorse, operating behind the scenes
initiating, evaluating, appraising, promoting, and then implementing minor schemes
which can do so much to enhance the fabric if the village. | have been co ordinating
work in relation to: Speed Camera installations; construction of a new Bus Shelter off
Oakridge; and installing a network of grit bins around the village for residents to use on a
self-help basis on estate pavements to improve personal safety. Much of all this can be
funded from the balance of the Sec 106 monies remaining from the Lassington Reach
development, but in other respects to have projects “oven ready” to support business
case applications when opportunities for additional external funding become available,
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often at short notice. Detailed reports on each project will come back to full Council
in due course for consideration.

o Village Green Application — It is extremely frustrating, despite regular requests for
updates and action in terms of processing our application, that this remains stalled
with Gloucestershire County Council Legal Services for no apparent good reason. |
have asked our County Cllr to use her influence to expedite matters and currently await
aresponse.

e TBC Town and Parish Councils Seminar- This very useful annual event takes place
tomorrow evening, Wednesday 17 September. The two key themes are updates on
Local Govt Reorganisation and the three Council Strategic Local Plan. | shall be
attending and will report back as appropriate.

6. GRCC Housing needs survey — Sarah Walker GRCC Rural Housing Enabler will discuss
the survey and its outcome. With a chance for Councillors to view concerns, air ideas,
and get some support from an independent source.

We thank Sarah for giving a detailed report of the outcome of the survey (which can be
viewed on the Parish Council website)
e Cllr Coats questioned why TBC planning was unaware of the survey and noted that

proposing 95 affordable and social houses does not reflect the identified demand for
40. TBC do not take into regard the survey which in essence is not a good use of public
funds.

e [tshould be a case that that parishes are not overwhelmed with housing especially
affordable housing as they do not have the infrastructure in place.

7. To Consider Planning Applications received.

25/00654/APP | Land Parcel 8509 And | Reserved matters approval (appearance,
Part Parcel 1633 | layout, scale and landscaping) for 95no.
Newent Road | residential units, car parking, internal
Highnam roads, public open space, landscaping,

drainage and other associated
infrastructure comprising the northern
parcel of outline planning permission
21/01392/0UT, as modified by
25/00015/NMA.

Gloucestershire

OBJECTION -The PC will submit a
response with their concerns that have
been raised

25/00481/CLP

Lazy Ways Lassington
Lane Highnam
Gloucestershire

Lawful development certificate for
proposed use of garage for dog grooming
NOTED - with no objection

24/00366/FUL

Buttingtons Cottage
Two Mile Lane

Proposed retrospective application for
changes to detached garage and
AMENDMENT
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NOTED amendments — Objections still
relevant from original application

8. Finances. To approve invoices for payment as per the Payment Schedule.

Item Expenditure | Income Power to Spend Comment
Wages LGA1972s.112(2) Wages
Currys £ 7.20 LGA1972s.111 Laptop Ins
HCCT Room Hire £ 65.25 LGA 1972 s.134(4) Room Hire
Barclaycard £ 51.00 LGA1972s. 142 See note
Tewkesbury Borough
Council 27000.00 Precept
Unity Trust Bank £ 6.00 LGA1972s.111 Bank Charges
PATA £ 37.45 LGA 1972s.143 Payroll

Allin favour & signed by Chair

9. Adopt Safeguarding & Lone Working policies and procedures. (copies attached)
Allin favour for adoption of policies and procedures.
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10. To conduct a review and consideration of the Environment Management Plan for potential
adoption. (copies attached)

Discussion was had with MOP (member of public) due to the omission of appendices,

Volunteer job descriptions and safety procedures, Maintenance schedules and checklists,
Biodiversity survey templates and reporting guidelines, contact information for

stakeholders and authorities. The plan is very much the framework to enable us to start

work around the village.

We cannot make this plan a binding document where the work has to be done, the PC

cannot fund bringing in people to do the work

Wild Highnam are intending to help with any work.

The Clerk noted that there is agreement to adopt the plan.

11. An update on the Highway issues with in Highnam, after discussions with Highway

Manager.

e They have not had any contact with TBC regarding Grass Cutting
e Theywillin future only cut visibility splays

e Road safety improvements on Lassington Lane, Maidenhall are being looked at,
and he hopes to come back to us soon.
e Gulley pots will be cleared

o Asafety sign will soon be erected off the B4215 road just east of the Oakridge Mini

Roundabout warning eastward bound traffic to give way to vehicles turning into

the village.
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12. GRCC Village of The Year - to discuss the status of the working group, and where funds
will be spent.

Ongoing: costs are under review and advice on planning issues is being obtained. A
detailed report on this will be brought to the October meeting for consideration.

13. An update from the recent meeting of the Cross Parish Communications Group reference
Forest of Dean District Council Local Plan & Impact — Churcham Development. Highnam
PC response to Local Plan

Council Chairs from Churcham, Huntley, Westbury, Minsterworth, and Highnam are
preparing a joint response to the Forest of Dean District Council’s Local Plan
Consultation. One proposal suggests building a new 2-3,000 home settlement off the
A40, west of Highnam Roundabout and north of the railway. While currently outside
Highnam parish, there is concern that the development could expand north if supported.
In 2021, a similar plan was stopped by combined Council efforts. The joint response will
be posted on our website once submitted.

Noted

14. To ratify terms in which David Crofts will be engaged on for guidance on planning matters.

A commercially sensitive document was circulated beforehand, and all Councillors were
in favour of the appointment
Cllr Bailey Proposed, Cllr Cook Seconded, Allin Favour

15. To discuss Community 20s Safer Roads Initiatives — is this something the PC would
support within Highnam (Details attached)

Document circulated beforehand, it was agreed in principle to sign up to Gloucestershire
County Council’s Community 20s and Safer Roads Initiative. This does not at this stage
commit the Council to support any 20mph zones within the village, merely to find out more
about what might be involved and to then assess whether any such measures should be
introduced here.

Cllrs Bailey & Nicol opposed, 4 in favour

16. The PC have previously discussed replacing an historical Oak Tree and have identified a
position on the Open space at Oakridge to plant a replacement.
Highnam Heritage recently did a presentation on the Lassington Oak story (attached).
Roger Head is willing to donate a small Oak Tree sapling (+ iron tree guard) and Highnam
Heritage are willing to fund a lectern. Should the PC move forward with this?

It was agreed Cllr Russ Bailey would work with John Dowds to move forward with the
proposal.
Allin favour

17.Clerk’s Correspondence
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| have had correspondence from residents asking why the grass waste from Pollinator

patches have been dumped in the woods. Some has been removed now but there is still

some within the hedges by the stile that accesses Monkey Back.

There has been a complaint about parking at the Public Open Space during football
matches.

Two complaints have been received regarding cars parked for child pick-up from school
and their impact on residents. Parents & carers should be reminded to be respectful of
the residents when parking their cars.

With reference to the questions raised at the last meeting:

The recent gas works in Highnam have been left quite untidy & although they have put
down grass seed this obviously will not grow as it hasn’t been watered.
The grass seed is now growing, and this will be monitored.

Speeding in Highnam is still a problem, when can we get some cameras?
This is actively being looked in to and | am awaiting responses from GCC

Due to the dry weather the gulley pots have become blocked, can highways make sure
they are cleared before the rain comes?

Highways have informed me that the gulleys on B4215 are on the list to be cleared.

The trees around Highnam need some work done on them, some are dying. Can the PC
put some money aside to undertake the work?

Highways have informed me that that a tree inspector will be visiting Highnam to assess
the trees on their land especially Maidenhall central reservation.

Date of next meeting 21t October 2025

Signature......ccccccvceeeeeerrennneeneens Date....cceeeeuveeennen.
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