Minutes of a Highnam Parish Council (PC) Meeting
held on Tuesday 15% July 2025

Present:
Chair Cllr Charlie Coats Cllr Sarah Hands
Cllr Hannah Layzell Cllr Mark McGillion
Cllr Bill Badham Cllr Jill Smith

Cllr Dave Rhodes

In Attendance: Wendy Barnard - Parish Clerk (PC)/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)
7 members of Public

Public Questions:
Maidenhall is still overgrown, when will this be cut?
We have been advised by Highways this is to be cut in the next 2 weeks

There is also a large thistle by the bus stop?
The clerk will report this to the authorities

There was no bus service today in Highnam due to road works, why were we not notified?

No one was, the clerk has spoken to Highways and they assured us that the road was still open
and busses could get through. This was not the case and itis very disappointing that Highways
didn’t inform anyone of the roadworks.

There was a BBQ at the field the other day, surely fires whilst there is a lack of rain are a danger.
Would it be possible to put up some signs?

This will be looked in to, it isn’t advisable to have any sort of fire including BBQs at the field due to
the tinderbox conditions.

1. To receive apologies for absence.
Cllr Nick Cook, Russ Bailey, Bill Nicol

2. Members of the council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set out
below.
None

3. To allow dispensations.
N/A

4. To approve minutes of meeting held on 20" June 2025
It was agreed the minutes were a true account of the meeting held. Allin favour

5. To receive Reports

i.  County Councillor’s report

| was also not notified of the roadworks, and | apologise on their behalf for the lack of

information. Also, the grass cutting has become perhaps a bit of a contentious topic across

all Parish Councils, but this will be mentioned later in the meeting. With regards to the

tipping & burning the Environment agency attended the site with the police last Friday and

although | cannot go in too much detail they have confirmed they are committed to a full

legal investigation, which they have never committed to before.

Please submit any 20 mile scheme suggestions by September and finally did the parish
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receive information about County-wide local government reorganisation survey? This G

will be shared with all parishes shortly although you may have seen it on the newsletter.

ii. Borough Councillor’s report

TBC plan for the future has been rewritten with realistic goals and can be viewed on the
website. All parish councils should have received an email detailing Community Grants
and are encouraged to apply.

A report has been written about the cyber incident and lessons have been learnt and
changes & improvements have been made.

The Winter flood & resilience response has been written and can be viewed, and various
amendments have been made.

iii. Chairmans Report

The first Youth Forum meeting took place last Thursday, 10 July. Despite being well
publicised, no one turned up, possibly as a result of the hot weather. Itis intended to rerun
this event in mid-September and to explore ways in which the event can be more
imaginatively publicised to attract attendance from young people in the village.

| have responded to the request by TBC for views on the concept of an access across TBC
open land around Oakridge to service a potential Care Complex on a site behind John’s
Wood. Doubtless we shall hear more about this initiative in the coming months. | have also
met with the scheme promoters so have a better idea of what they are proposing. Cllrs
have, of course, been kept updated on all this.

No progress or news in relation to either the Bromford Housing scheme or proposals to
construct solar farm developments within the village. It’s a watch this space situation for
the time being. It was though interesting to note that FoDDC have recently rejected an
application for a solar farm in Tibberton on the grounds of over provision in the locality. We
need to scrutinise this decision carefully to see whether it provides us with any pointers we
can utilise in responding to future applications within this parish.

The possibility of FoDDC resurrecting the New Settlement concept on land straddling
Highnam and Churcham parishes north of the A 40 is concerning. | will continue to liaise
closely with my opposite number in Churcham PC on this.

The Clerk and | had a very useful meeting recently with the Primary School Head. It was
most helpful to discuss the potential impact of an influx of additional primary school age
children from the Bromford Housing development. Meetings such as this, and before that
with the Doctor’s Surgery, are always helpful in maintaining contact with key village
organisations.

| attended the GAPTC AGM in Toddington Village Hall yesterday, inevitably most of the
presentations, breakout sessions and discussions centred around LGR, what we might
expect, and what impact it will/might have on town and parish councils. Much of this
remains conjectural, but | summarise below what | think are some of the more relevant
points for us to be aware of:

The 7 (County and 6 District) Councils continue to work together with a view to making
their formal Submission to Govt for reorganisation in Gloucestershire by the end of
November. There is no guarantee that there will be a consensus view put forward.

Page 68 of 72

Pl |
o
S

HIGHNAM
{_VILLAGE
o



,1
Al
Govt will then formally consult on proposals Jan — April next year. This is when we o

need to engage in earnest with this agenda.

Whilst there are three options on the table (one Unitary Council covering the whole of
Glos; two Councils: East and West, plus a Greater Gloucester option which could include
Highnam), informed opinion seems at the moment to favour the one Unitary Council model.

Aformal decision is likely @ Aug next year, with Shadow Council(s) in place May 2027
and the new structure(s) in place May 2028.

Aligned with whatever new structures are put in place will be the concept of
Neighbourhood/Area Hubs/Clusters /Groupings. These could be between 10 - 20,000
population in size. They could be formally constituted with some degree of devolved
budgets and additional responsibilities. Little work has so far been done on what these
grouping might look like, but this is the main area we, as a Parish Council, will need to focus
on. Which Area might we be in; what influence will we have to affect this etc. Will be key
considerations.

The general view amongst town and parish reps attending was that whilst there is at the
moment no intention to change the infrastructure of the first tier of Govt (thatis us) itis
inevitable we will be required to take on additional responsibilities but whether adequate
budgetary devolvement will follow must be questionable (ref our recent experience with the
verge mowing contract). This is something we are going to have to give serious thought to
before long.

Some town and parish councils are already considering setting up small working
groups to keep abreast of all this. My personal view is that this might be useful but probably
premature until the substantive consultation starts next January.

During the course of the day | picked up that Gloucester City Council held a meeting
last Monday evening to discuss the Greater Gloucester concept. Due to an administrative
oversight, we were not invited but other local Councils (Maisemore, Hartpury etc.) were.
After the meeting | spoke at length about this with Jeremy Hilton and Jon McGinty, Leader
and MD of Glos City respectively. They were profusely apologetic and have offered to come
and talk to us about their ideas. They did though not miss the opportunity to extol the
benefits of this option to me! Whilst at the moment this option appears the least favoured, it
is not one we can ignore so should find out more about.

Both GAPTC and GRCC are now gearing up to focus on this as mainstream work for the
foreseeable future. We can, therefore, expect to hear much more about this over the
coming months. Respective CEOs and Chairs of the two organisations are meeting shortly
to explore ways in which we can work more collaboratively on this.

Very frustratingly, illegal tipping on the site to the rear of Over Farm continues unabated.
What more can we do to galvanise the Environment Agency to take action to curtail this? To
date, despite all our and others endeavours, absolutely no action has been taken nor any
real indication given that the EA consider this sufficiently serious to warrant urgent action.

With regards to HCCT related work on the Community Centre Complex, the IN Post parcel
collection and delivery facility will shortly be installed under the eaves of the Gambier Parry
Hall. An approach was made to take a one-year lease of the Old School for office usage.
After careful evaluation of the proposal the Trust have decided that the idea is not
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sufficiently attractive. Efforts will now re double to maximise the community use of this

building.

6. To Consider Planning Applications received.

25/00448/FUL 7 Pipers Grove Highnam

Construction of a single storey extension at the
rear of the property and a two storey extension
to the side, replacing the existing garage.

NO OBJECTION —although the PC will note
that there seems to be ‘land grab’ where trees
have been planted at the back of the property a
fence then erected and the trees then
removed. This seems to be an encroachment

25/00463/FUL 59 Maidenhall

Erection of single storey front extension.
NO OBJECTION

25/00460/FUL 9064

Court

Part Parcel
Highnam
Highnam

Construction of a new equestrian building.
NO OBJECTION — hopefully TBC will take in to
account the conservation elements of the land

7. Finances. To approve invoices for payment as per the Payment Schedule.

ltem Expenditure Income Power to Spend Comment
Wages LGA1972s.112(2) Pay
Currys 7.20 LGA1972s. 111 Laptop Insurance
HMRC 108.87 LGA1972s.112(2) Tax & NIS
Gambier Parry Hall
HCCT Room Hire 48.75 LGA 1972 s.134(4) (APRM)
Barclaycard 99.98 LGA1972s.142 Mobile Phone
Key Cut for Payback
William Badham 9.00 LGA1972s. 111 Team
M Stock 190.00 Highways A 1980 s.96 Grass Cutting
LG(MP)A1953s4(1)PCA | Bus Shelter Repair &
M Stock 440.00 1957 s1 Painting
S & W Barnard 87.12 LGA1972s. 111 Tape, Camera, Tags
Good Neighbour
Café 175.00 LGA19725s.137

i. To agree the allocation of funds to address the overspend on the Orchard. £289.50
Full Council agreed to use last financial year's Environmental Working Group budget balance to

fund this. All In Favour

ii. The Finance, Audit, Governance and Staffing Committee met to review current budget
expenditures. It was decided that £200 would be reallocated from the training budget to
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the insurance budget to address the substantial increase in this year’s premium.
Council concurred that the increase would be financed through the reallocation of a portion of
the training budget.

iii. The Finance, Audit, Governance and Staffing Committee suggest to Council that the
Chairman will conduct the Annual appraisal of the Parish Clerk.
The Chairman and Cllr Jill Smith will conduct the Appraisal, as approved by Full Council.

8. Mother & Toddler group —there is need for someone to take over the running of it, they will need to
make provisions for their equipment if the group doesn’t continue.
Two volunteers have come forward to run the group, and the PC are happy for them to advertise on
the bus shelters. They were made aware of the possibility of funding in form of a grant from the PC
and the Pop-Up Pub.

9. To review the Village Green Application due to a lack of recent progress over the past several
months.
There has been no real correspondence from GCC, confirmation of any objections has not been
received. Cllr Hands said she would chase this to see if there is any progress.

10. Highway Verge update - Commercially Sensitive Confidential Item Paper attached

Cllr Coats provided an update report on actions taken to secure a new contractor to replace TBC
following their decision not to continue with this work under contract to GCC. Following receipt of
competitive tenders, the options summarised below were discussed:

i. Ask GCC toincrease their devolved budget to cover the additional costs involved — We could
ask, but there is no guarantee this would be agreed to. Council agreed this should be an option
and pursued

ii. Recalibrate the contract. For example, ask GCC to continue to mow Two Mile Lane and exclude
those areas around Maidenhall already maintained by residents- This might be possible and
would undoubtedly reduce the contract costs. Council agreed this should be an option for
further discussion with GCC.

iii. Advise GCC that HPC is unable to take over this work and that GCC must fulfil its statutory
obligations to maintain. - This, of course, runs the risk that they continue to default on this
thereby perpetuating dissatisfaction with their performance, or lack of it. Their recent
explanation of work and budgetary pressures does not bode well for the future.

iv. Commensurately increase the Village Precept to cover this additional cost — Assuming there is
no success in reducing the costs by application of either Options i or ii, the additional cost over
devolved budget for the current year can probably be accommodated within our existing
budget. The additional costs for years 2 and 3 respectively would be £xxx. In the general
scheme of things these additional costs would not be unduly significant. At the least this would
bring the work under the direct control of HPC: we would be better placed to control exactly
when mowing takes place, and to apply appropriate contract sanctions if the work is not done to
our satisfaction or specified contract standard.
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If we have to rely on GCC then perhaps we will be in the same position next year, as their
lack of commitment is very disappointing. It is GCC responsibility, and we will endeavour to
keep pressing them for a conclusion. In the meantime the clerk will investigate the above
options and as an interim measure discuss the second early autumn mow for this year with the
contractor who submitted the lowest tender price for the work.

11. Williams Andrews Foundation — the Parish Council are asked to re appoint existing Trustees Mrs
S. Humble, Mrs J Smith, Mrs S. Smith & Mr P Roche. Also to discuss the appointment of a new
Trustee recommended by the Foundation.

All existing trustees were unanimously reappointed by the PC, and the new trustee was agreed.
The PC agreed that if a vacancy arises again it should be advertised for transparency as there had
been interest from other parties which have not been taken into account on this occasion.

12. Correspondence - Clerk actions

e Areminder that the footpath between Micklemead & Peters Field will be closed for
resurfacing between 21 July & 13™ August — working hours are 7.30am — 16.30pm.

e The payback team has started back on 13™ July and initially will be working only on
Sundays. They have started maintenance on the area in Mary Grove where the Orchard
is.

e Apolite reminder to residents, during the summer months whilst children are on school
holidays dog fouling increases. Whether this is because more youngsters are taking the
pets for a walk we cannot confirm, but please remind all dog walkers in the household
‘to pick itup and bin it’. Also please keep dogs that are prone to yapping, snapping to
keep on a short lead as someone was bitten recently. It has also been brought to our
attention that parents are letting children/toddlers approach dogs without the owner’s
permission. Please let us all be respectful of others.

Date of Next Meeting— 16" September 2025

Meeting closed at 8.25pm

Signature........c.eeueeeeeeeeneennneeennes Date.....cccceeeunnnee.
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