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Minutes of a Highnam Parish Council (PC) Meeting  
held on Tuesday 20th May 2025 

 
Present:                                                               

Chair Cllr Charlie Coats Vice Chair Cllr Nick Cook 
Cllr Russ Bailey Cllr Hannah Layzell 
Cllr Bill Badham Cllr Jill Smith 
Cllr Dave Rhodes Cllr Bill Nicol 

 
In Attendance:  Wendy Barnard - Parish Clerk (PC)/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)  
                                30 members of public 

    
Public Questions:  

Not a question but a thank you to the EWG for the work they do around the village.  The 

orchard is looking great and is a super addition to Mary Grove.  They do need volunteers 

though so please consider helping them out. 

• When will Lassington Lane Potholes be filled.  The potholes are being filled on 
reporting them, but the road will be resurfaced in September 2025. 

• What is happening about the tipping & burning behind Over Farm - This will be 
discussed in item 11 

• When the Parish Council put a notice out it also needs to be on the website not 
just Facebook  – The clerk will look in to this.  All notices are duplicated on 
Facebook and website.  Some notices are also disseminated through the 
whatsapp group – if you wish to join please contact the clerk. 

• The path on B4215 from traffic lights up towards Highnam is dangerous.  The 
clerk will continue to press highways for a satisfactory outcome. 

 
1. To elect the Chair of Council and to receive the Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of 

Office. 
The Clerk asked if there were any nominations for the election of Chair to the Parish 
Council 
Cllr Nick Cook nominated Cllr Charlie Coats, and it was seconded by Cllr Russ Bailey. All 
in favour 
 

2. To elect the Vice Chair of Council and to receive the Vice Chair’s Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office. 
Cllr Charlie Coats nominated Cllr Nick Cook, Seconded by Cllr Russ Bailey.  All in favour. 

 
3. To receive apologies for absence.  

Cllr Mark McGillion 
 

4. Members of the council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business 
set out below. 
None 
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5. To allow dispensations. 
N/A 

6. To approve minutes of meeting held on 15th April 2025 
It was agreed the minutes were a true account of the meeting held.  All in favour 

 
7. Bromford Homes will give a short presentation about their plans for the land West of 

Lassington Reach.  Councillors and residents will have a chance to ask questions 
 
Bromford Housing Association purchased the residential element of the site in December 
2024 and are  seeking to help support Tewkesbury Borough Council's commitment to 
secure new affordable homes to meet the needs of the community. We aim to submit a 
Reserved Matters Application within the next month to Tewkesbury Borough Council to 
agree the detailed design of the layout, landscape, appearance and scale of the scheme 
to build 95 affordable and sustainable homes. 
The Reserved Matters Application proposes a mix of 1-5 bedroom homes: 12no. 1 bed, 
32no. 2 bed, 41no. 3 bed, 9no. 4 bed, and 1no. 5 bed. The buildings will be a maximum of 
2 storeys in height and fully compliant with the Nationally Described Space Standards. All 
95 dwellings will be affordable and comprise 46 Social Rent homes 
and 49 Shared Ownership homes. The vehicular access to the site via Newent Road was 
approved with the Outline Planning Permission. All homes include parking with 
the following split: one bed - 1 space, two and three bed – 2 spaces, four and five bed - 3 
spaces. A detailed sustainable drainage strategy, including surface and foul water 
management plans will be submitted to the Council prior to commencement of 
development. In accordance with the principles agreed through the outline planning 
permission, the drainage strategy will ensure nearby homes are at no greater risk of 
flooding.   
Concerns were raised on the following from councillors & residents 

Highway safety – Although the junction was approved in the original plan could this be 
looked at due to the current position being on a dangerous bend.  Bromford are happy 
with the original plans of the junction as this was agreed in the original plan.   
Connection to the village – The road is busy for pedestrians and connection via 
Lassington Reach has not been fully investigated and agreed. 
Impact on the primary school- S106 funds are available to help with the education 
concerns, the Chair & Clerk will be meeting with the Head Teacher soon to discuss  
Mix of housing – The mix is significantly different from the original planning application, 
TBC have a duty to supply 1,000 affordable homes and this development is an 
opportunity to support that.  It doesn’t take in to account the recent Housing Needs 
Survey which TBC will be challenged on. 
Flooding – Are the drains suitable for the excess surface water that will be coming from 
the field when houses are on there?  The water currently stays on the field and is often 
flooded in places.  Bromford said the field will be levelled to a point where the water can 
flow away from the houses on Lassington Reach 
 

8. To receive Reports  
i. County Councillor’s report  

None Received 
ii. Borough Councillor’s report 
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There is a new approach to grassland management for TBC. The council will no longer cut 
Highways verges on behalf of GCC. They will be responsible for maintaining their land through 
various contractors. No Mow May has been encouraged in some areas to help with the 
biodiversity agenda.  

Nick Bryant, previously the Associate Director of Planning, has just been promoted to a new 
position as Director of Growth. The SLP will be part of his remit, alongside development 
management, policy and building control services, and Community Infrastructure Levy 

A New Major has been elected, Kashan Pervais. Thanks must go to Philip Workman, the 
outgoing Major who will be a hard act to follow. 

The Transformation meeting today had a lot to say on the financial state of the Borough, and 
didn’t paint a rosie picture for the future. The Business rates scheme will be changing, resulting 
in major financial deficits for the Borough. The funding reform will see reductions of income to 
the tune of about £2 m. The Council has reserves which will be seriously affected by the 
shortfalls and the knock-on effects of moving to a Unitary Council(s). 

Last month we encouraged recycling more and food waste collections. To encourage this 
further if food recycling can be done throughout the Borough and clean recycling encouraged, 
the Government will fund up to 60%of our waste collection service, obviously helping the 
Council's financial position. 

Licensing is being transformed to go more digital and make it easier for customers to access 
what they need. Also, less demanding on staff time. 

At Full Council the Committees all agreed their membership and chairpersons. Various 
documents were signed off: - 

     Tewkesbury Borough Community Safety Partnership 2025-28 

     TBC Housing assistance policy and the Unacceptable behaviour management policy. 
Copies of all of these can be found on the intranet. 

 
iii. Chairman’s report  

I had the pleasure of attending the recent Mayoral inauguration and chatted with our new 
Liberal Democrat Councillor, Sarah Hands.  She is keen to work with the Parish Council (PC) 
and will visit Highnam soon as although aware of some issues relating to the area was not yet 
privy to all concerns and how she could help. 
You may be aware that TBC are no longer maintaining Highways verges so  the Parish Council 
are investigating ways in which this can be taken on by the PC, bearing in mind Highways will 
pay £1,500 approx back to the PC although  this may not be enough to fund our own contractor 
for two cuts per year. 
 

9. Committee/Working Group Representation 
a. Planning & Environment Committee  

Cllr Coats, Cook, Bailey, Smith & Badham 
b.  Finance, Audit, Governance & Staffing Committee 

Cllr Nicol, Smith, Coats & Cook 
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c. Transportation & Road Safety Working Group 
d. Parish Plan Working Group 

It was agreed that the Transportation & Road safety working group would merge with the Parish 
Plan Working group to coordinate matters arising jointly.   Renaming to Projects Working 
Group.  Cllrs Coats, Layzell, Rhodes McGillion 
 

10. To Consider Planning Applications received. 
 

25/00288/FUL A proposed 10-meter by 5-meter single-storey 
extension to the rear of the property, 
incorporating three structural walls and a lean-
to roof. 

61Maidenhall 
Highnam GL2 
8DJ 
NO OBJECTIONS 

DECISIONS PERMIT  
25/00185/FUL Construct proposed single storey rear 

extension 
 

40 Brimsome 
Meadow 
Highnam  

25/00283/FUL Erection of single storey rear extension and 
provision of new ground floor side window 

14 Turners Close 
Highnam GL2 
8EH 

 
 

11.  Discuss the response to the Environment Agency’s witness statement request about 
tipping & burning at Over. 
The EA continue to ask for a witness statement and declined our invitation to meet.  The 
site is continually reported by members of the public and the PC, with little or duplicated 
responses. 
Cllr Coats will draft a witness statement for scrutiny before submitting to the Environment 
Agency.  (EA) 

 
 

12. Finances:   
a. To approve invoices for payment as per the Payment Schedule.  

Agreed, all in Favour 
b. To note the internal auditors Report for the Financial Year ending 31st March 

2025 
Noted 

c. To adopt the accounts for the Financial Year ending 31st March 2025 
Agreed, all in Favour 

d. To approve the Annual Governance Statement for the financial year ending 31st 
March 2025 
Agreed, all in Favour 
To approve the Annual Accounting Statement for the financial year ending 31st 
March 2025 
Agreed, all in Favour 

e. To note the dates of the Exercise of public rights (5th June until 14th July 2025) 
Noted 
 

13. To adopt the Risk Assessment & Management procedures. 

https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=STU5XFQDL4900&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=STU5XFQDL4900&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=STU5XFQDL4900&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=STU5XFQDL4900&activeTab=summary


 

Page 56 of 56 

 

Agreed & Adopted All in Favour 
 

14.  To review the Council Asset Register. 
Reviewed & Agreed All in Favour 
 

15. To review insurance to ensure the cover still meets requirements. 
Reviewed & Agreed All in Favour 
 

16. To review Financial Regulations and adopt new Financial Regulation amendments. 
Reviewed & Agreed All in Favour 
 

17. To review Standing orders due to the recent amendments to the procurement act. 
Reviewed & Agreed All in Favour 
 

18. To review MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) for return of Community Payback team  
The only amendment made would be the team leader would meet the key holder at an 
agreed time and place.  The clerk will now sign and send MOU for clarification of start 
date. 
 

19.  Correspondence – Clerk actions 
• To receive & note any correspondence. 

Pollinator Patches are getting bigger and TBC mowing is poor 
Concerns raised over extra curricular activities at the school and noise after 
hours 

  Highways land still hasn’t been mowed 
 

 
Annual Parish Residents Meeting 

 
1.  To adjourn meeting until 14th June 2025  

Meeting adjourned 
 

Date of Next Meeting –   14TH June 2925 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Signature…………………………….  Date………………… 


