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Minutes of a Highnam Parish Council (PC) Meeting
held on Tuesday 21" January 2025

Present:
Cllr Charlie Coats Chair Cllr Nick Cook Vice Chair
Cllr Russ Bailey Cllr Dave Rhodes
Cllr Bill Badham Cllr Mark McGillion
Cllr Hannah Layzell Clr Jill Smith
Cllr Bill Nicol Cllr Paul McClain (County Cllr)

In Attendance: Wendy Barnard - Parish Clerk (PC)/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)
34 Members of the public
3 Representatives from PACE

Representatives from PACE gave a short presentation regarding their revised plans for the solar
farm at Lassington Lane. The details can be viewed on the website or please ask the Parish
Clerk for a copy.

Public Questions:

Now the Parish Council have a full quota of Councillors, we can see the impact of what
the parish council can do. We haven’t finished the path yet, when you look at what the

village needs like considering parking for the football field or something up at the top of
the village like there is here at the community centre.

We have reached our full quota and are now considering our priorities and areas of focus.
We encourage greater community engagement, similarly we are aiming to refresh the
Parish Plan and seek proactive involvement within the community.

At what point in the process will the Parish Council form an opinion on the solar panel
application whether for or against?

The Parish Council will review the full application and respond having regard to public
opinion
Was there a proposal for a Solar Farm on Two Mile Lane?

It is believed that the consent has lapsed. We are currently unaware of whether it will be
reapplied for.

Regarding access to the Solar Farm along Lassington Lane, once construction is
completed, if the scheme goes ahead, how much can the Parish Council hold these
companies accountable if the road begins to collapse or sewer pipes are damaged?

TBC are the local planning authority, and it will be their responsibility to enforce planning
the consents and conditions for the scheme. The Parish Council would rely on residents
to inform us of any concerns, issues or opportunities. And we would work closely with
the planners.
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Is there any news on speed awareness signs for the village?

We have had discussions, and this is something we will be following up.

1. To receive apologies for absence.
N/A

2. To approve minutes of meeting held on 19" November 2024

The minutes were approved and agreed to be signed by Chair

3. Members of the council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business
set out below.

None

4. To allow dispensations.

N/A

5. Todiscuss grant application from Highnam Community Singing Group of £150. Helen
Ginman-Love will give a short introduction to the newly formed community group.

The newly formed informal singing group aims to improve health and wellbeing by providing an
opportunity to meet others. Itis a non-profit organisation with a membership fee covering hall
costs etc. As with all new groups, it will take some time to establish.

Cllr Badham proposed supporting the grant application, seconded by Cllr Bailey. All were in
favour.

6. Toreceive Reports
a. County Councillor report

We continue to grapple with the Government’s devolution decision for all areas to move to a
combined authority (basically an elected new mayor with significant powers covering roughly
1.5 -2 million population). As a pre-cursor all areas are expected to move to unitary status of a
minimum 500k population within a very short time period (in council terms). | have copied a
link here which offers further

detail: https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s106537/English Devolution White
Paper - FINAL.pdf

From GCC:

GCC budget has gone out to public consultation. As mentioned previously, itis one of a

minority of local councils across the UK which is able to propose a balanced budget and

showing real terms growth rather than cuts. The proposed spending plans for 2025/26 will see

spending rise by more than £32.7 million on 2024/25 levels, to almost £650 million.

| am mindful that changes are likely to be made in order to accommodate the Devolution Bill
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costs/ requirements as mentioned above.

The councilis in a good financial position meaning it is able to continue support for existing
services as well as make significant investments across the county.

The £649.6 million proposed budget includes significant investment into the council’s priority
areas of highways, Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), adult services,
infrastructure, and the environment.

A further £10 million is proposed to be put towards delivering on the council’s £100 million
four-year commitment to go on improving Gloucestershire roads, with a greater focus in
2025/26 on tackling rural roads.

Atotal of £12.8 million is set to go towards a new £16.5 million 200 place special school.
Young people with SEND and their families would be supported with an extra £2.1 million.
£7.5 million towards the future construction of three new adult care homes is being set aside,
with further investment planned in future years.

The council plans to increase capacity and improve school buildings and facilities of other
schools across the county with a £12.4 million investment.

Household Waste Recycling Centres across the county will see improvements with a £1.3
million injection.

The budget proposes raising £16.5 million to help fund services through a council tax increase
of 2.99%. The proposals would also see £7.8 million raised specifically to support work with
the most vulnerable adults in the county through a further 2% increase in the adult social care
precept.

Despite this increase the council still expects to have one of the lowest council tax levels of
any county council. Based on a band D property, residents would pay an additional £6.65 each
month.

b. Borough Councillors report

English Devolution White Paper was published a week or more ago. The main area of change
will be to get rid of the two-tiered system of District/Borough Councils and County Councils
and replace them with a Unitary Council.164 District/Borough Councils will be affected by this
change. The next tier up will be a Strategic Authority, where whatever Gloucester looks like, will
be joined with other Unitary Councils. This is all in the early discussion phase. Itis not
negotiable, itis for the 6 District Councils and County councils to decide how to implement
this, and by when.

Ubico's Annual Report was very positive, with good staff retention and training provided. They
now have 21 Hybrid or electric vehicles, and 18% of the fleet is run on Hydrotreated Vegetable
oil, meaning emissions are down by 18% from the previous year. They are well-performing, with
99.97% collection rates in TBC.

Executive Meeting — The Treasury and Capital Management have to feedback 4 reports
annually for the Council to adopt. Providing evidence of good use of the public purse. These
are The Capital Strategy 2025/6, The Investment Strategy 2025/6, Minimum Revenue Provision
Statement 2025/6, and The Treasury Management Strategy Statement 2025/6.

Discussion was had of a review of the Winter Flooding Response and Recovery Strategy —
Lessons Learned Report. This was developed by the Flood Management Group. Local lessons
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have been learned and action to prevent the same issues from occurring again taken. Local
Borough Councillors are to be communicated to better. Discussions were had on wider
distribution of sandbags, grants, signage for roads closed etc.

Full Councilin December — A Tree and separate Hedge maintenance Policy was agreed.

An additional 9000 houses have to be planned for in Gloucestershire. TBC is planning for this
rather than letting it happen.

TBC willincrease the Council Tax by a maximum of 2.99% or £5 on a Band D property. Policing
contribution will go up from £13 a year to £14. Parishes can impose what they find is necessary
to run their Parish. Allocation of budgets nationally is being distributed differently. TBC gets
£287,000 less whilst metropolitan areas get an 8.5% increase.

The TBC name change is to be reviewed as is the Strategic Local Plan in light of what can be
achieved to benefit the residents in the time the Borough has left. | will keep you updated.

c. Chairman’s report

It’s two months since we last met and, as always, a lot goes on behind the scenes, some of
which | have reported on at the time, but summarize again for the sake of completeness.

Last week | satin on an Online Meeting of the Tewkesbury Garden Town Liaison Group,
attended by 12 Parish Council representatives, more as a matter of general interest than for
any specific reason. Whilst this initiative is an ambitious one, it has little actual relevance to
Highnam, so | do not propose to attend again. However, several points of general interest
arose there was a consensus that the Gov’t’s Devolution plans for Local Govt Reorganization
will lead to more responsibilities being devolved to town and parish councils. | have received
this same message from other quarters as well. What this means in practice remains, of
course, to be seen, but we should be alert to the possible impact this may have and be ready
to respond to consultation initiatives as they arise. Interestingly, the Govt have received over
100 formal expressions of interest in setting up new towns across the country, all of which will
have populations of more than 10,000 people. Not all of these will be accepted but the
consequence could be more pressure on Local Planning Authorities to identify even more sites
for development, so we need to be continually vigilant about this.

With another hat on | met with Matt Bishop, our new MP, just before Christmas. | took the
opportunity to brief him on key issues | felt he should be aware of in Highnam. He expressed a
keenness to visit the village, and this is something we are trying to arrange sometime this spring
depending on his diary commitments. It will be helpful to have his support when needed.

We continue to press the Environment Agency for progress updates on the action they propose
to take to regarding the continuing illegal tipping to the rear of Over Farm. It is now over five
years since we first brought this to their attention.

The Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC) will be launching their Village of the
Year Competition at the end of this month, this after a lapse of some ten years. There will be
several categories’ Councils can enter for, the details of which will be announced soon.
Highnam have been previous category winners on several occasions which bring with it cash
prizes and attendant positive publicity. The Awards Ceremony will take place at Highnam
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Courton 17 July. If we wish to enter, we will need a small team to coordinate our submission.
This will take the form of a short five-minute video presentation which could showcase some of
the community-based work which takes place in the village. Do we wish to be involved?

Our Get Together last month was, | think, a success in bringing Councillors together and
identifying key issues and priorities for us to address over the coming year and beyond. | hope
this can become an annual event. Action Points notes from this will be circulated shortly.

Last Tuesday the Clerk and | were available for our first Drop-In session where members of the
public could attend the Office to discuss any matter of interest. Although this was well
publicized no one turned up. Not to be daunted, we will persevere with this monthly (second
Tuesday in the month) for the time being. Further thoughtis being given to the idea of
publishing periodic Parish Newsletters to put more flesh on the bone to our work, and to hold
occasional themed Forum Sessions to provide opportunities to explore key issues in more
depth with residents.

The County Council have advised us that this year they intend to discontinue their contract
with TBC for them to mow the various areas of open spaces around the village they have
responsibility for. Either the County Council will now organize this direct themselves or, as they
have indicated, they are prepared to devolve their budget for this work directly to Parish
Councils to undertake themselves. We need to consider the feasibility of this in some detail
and then discuss it with the County Council.

A small timber shed, to be situated in the enclosed garden area adjacent to the Old School, is
being purchased and will soon be erected to provide a Book Swap facility for residents, part of
an ambition to make the whole Community Centre more of a village hub. This is being financed

from the balance of Section 106 Parish Plan funds which we approved of last autumn.

7. Finances:

a. To approve invoices for payment as per the payment schedule

\Wages £751.32 LGA 1972 s.12(2) Wages
Currys £7.20 LGA1972s. 111 Laptop Ins
HMRC £212.79 LGA19725s.112(2) |Tax/NI

HCCT 24.00 LGA1972s.134(4) |Room Hire
Fasthosts 28.46 LGA 1972s.142 \Website
Unity Bank £6.00 LGA1972s. 111 Bank Charges
GiffGaff 6.00 LGA19725s. 142 Mob
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PWL 3211.04 LG(MP)A1976s.19(3) |Loan Repayment

Bill Badham 12.98 LGA 1972s.137 Concrete for lectern

GAPTC 35.00 LGA1972s. 111 Clerks Networking course

Virtual3 120.00 LGA 1972s.137 Grant - balance held by
HPC

| v e [

b. To discuss the payment of £500 pa to HCCT for the use of the Parish Office

The annual amount of £500 is allocated for the costs of utilities used by the
parish office, including usage by the clerk and council during working groups and
other activities.

Allin favour

c. Councilto discuss and agree budget for 2025/2026 — Attached revised draft to
include the discussed paymentin ref 7b

The office costs would be increased by £500
Allin Favour

d. Councilto agree precept for 2025/2026
The annual precept will be set at £54000. An increase of 3.846%
Allin favour the clerk will inform TBC of requirements
a. Councilto agree the employment of an internal auditor
It was suggested the PC use the same auditor as last year - Irena Litton
Allin Favour

8. To consider planning applications —

1 | 24/01062 |APPLICANTS NAME European Energy UK Limited

/FUL PROPOSAL. Removal/variation of condition 2,3,6,7,8,10,13,15,16,17,18 of

planning reference 22/00397/FUL to relocate the Substation

Compound from the western edge of Development Zone 4 to

the southern corner of Development Zone 2 and provide

information to discharge other conditions.

LOCATION Persh Farm Persh Lane Maisemore Gloucester

Gloucestershire GL2 8HH

2 | 24/00192 | | Application for approval of details subject to condition 3 (Construction Traffic
/CONDIS [Management Plan), Condition 6 (CEMP biodiversity), Condition 12 (Landscape and
ecological management plan), Condition 17 (Landscaping), Condition 18 (Biodiversity
Net Gain Assessment) of planning permission 22/01374/FUL. | Part Parcel 3200 Track
From A40 To Highnam Wood Highnam Gloucester Gloucestershire
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1 It was agreed the first application there would be no comment

2 The CTMP states traffic peak hours are 8-9am and 5-6pm M-F - this is not true.
Can we extend peak hour restriction to 07:30-09:30 and 1630-18:307 Also, can we
ask for a definition of "restricted" to mean no more than 2 per hour?

Can we ask that upon exit eastbound traffic be required to turn left towards
Highnam roundabout? The current plan is that this traffic can turn eastbound
directly across the A40 carriageway towards Gloucester which would cause traffic
on both eastbound and westbound lanes to have to stop.

It was agreed that these comments would be included in the response.

9. To discuss any update reference Land South of Maidenhall, Village Green Application.

The council has submitted its response to Legal Services Gloucestershire County
Council, accompanied by supporting letters, photographs, and videos from residents.
The Parish Council encourages all residents to submit their responses. The relevant link
is available on the website and social media page.

Once the consultation is closed there will be further stages, and it will go to committee if
there are any objections.

10.To discuss the recent purchase of land by Bromford for the erection of 95 affordable
homes.

The planning committee will meet with representatives from Bromford tomorrow (23 Jan
25) to gather information about their plans regarding design, configuration, access, and
timeframe.

The Borough Council had also commissioned a Housing Needs Survey, which we have
recently viewed. It highlights that the number of social houses proposed to be builtis
significantly higher than what was identified in the Housing Needs Survey. This would
place considerable extra pressure on the current amenities of the village.

11. Community Emergency Plan — To discuss whether we move forward with a plan and who
would be willing to action this. Please see attached example from another parish

An increasing number of Parish Councils have adopted an Emergency Plan. Councillor
Coats inquired about the availability of volunteers to develop such a plan. Councillors
Smith and Layzell have agreed to collaborate on creating the plan.

12. Highnam Surgery reception changes — will this impact the residents at all

Cllr Badham confirmed with the practice manager that the receptionist at Highnam

Surgery was removed due to increased NI contributions, requiring cutbacks. The Parish
Council needs to address the declining service quality amid growing resident numbers
and a possible catchment area extension. A meeting with the surgery will be arranged.
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13.To discuss attached Community Centre Management Strategy

The Parish Council have never had a management strategy in place with regards to
Community Centre, the attached document sets out for the first time the direction the
PC wish the HHCT to take.

Cllr Coats commended for adoption, Cllr Cook Seconded
5in favour

1 against

1 abstain

14. EWG
a. The cycle path is currently not being maintained by Sustrans therefore do we
need to look at its future upkeep

Sustrans will no longer be maintaining this stretch of cycle path, perhaps this is
something the PC could look at taking on

b. The footpath around Oakridge installed from s106 monies is failing in places and
we need a plan of action.

TBC are looking at getting an engineer in to find a way to stop the water running
off of the field and washing the path away.

c. Handing over control of future environmental issues in the parish to the council,
therefore we need a handover, and a final breakdown of costs incurred over their

5-year lease.

This will be looked at over the next few weeks

15. Correspondence —To receive & note any correspondence.

The new website is being constructed and a new address needs to be decided on - it
was agreed highnamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Date of next meeting — 7.30pm Tuesday 18th February 2025
Gambier Parry Hall, Highnam

Signature......cccveeueeceeeeeeeennneennnns Date...ccoceeeeevrennene.
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