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 Minutes 

Tuesday 21st May 2024 The Old School Highnam 7.30pm 

 
Present:  Cllr Charlie Coats   Chair 

Cllr Nick Cook                Vice Chair 
Cllr Jill Smith 
Cllr Bill Nicol 
Cllr Russ Bailey 
Cllr Mark McGillion 

    Cllr Bill Badham 
    
In Attendance:  Wendy Barnard - Parish Clerk (PC)/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)   
                            3 Members of the Public 

 

Public Forum: a maximum of 15 minutes, 3 minutes per resident will be allowed for questions and comments 
from members of the public.  

a. Lassington Lane to Highnam business park the grass is extremely long on the verges and a danger for 
drivers that cannot see pedestrians trying to cross and cars trying to exit. – HPC Clerk will report to Highways 
b. Bus stop Markings at the Post Office have worn away resulting in cars parking where the bus should stop - 
HPC Clerk will report. 
c. Planning application – 111 Maidenhall, MOP concerned about the tree on grass verge being removed. 

 
1. Election of Chair – Cllr Nick Cook nominated Cllr Charlie Coats this was seconded by Cllr Bill Badham – All in 

favour.  
 

2. Election of Vice Chair – Cllr Charlie Coats nominated Cllr Nick Cook this was seconded by Cllr Jill Smith – All in 
favour. 

 
3. Apologies (To receive apologies for absence) Cllr Nick Cook was excused at this point due to other 

commitments. Cllr Paul McClain. 
 

4. Members of the council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set out below. There 
were none. 
 

5. To allow dispensations. N/A 
 

6. Approval of minutes of The Parish Council meeting held on 16th April 2024 – Minutes were approved – All in 
Favour 

 

7. Committee/ Working Group Representation - The following were co-opted : 
 

a. Planning & Environment Committee – Cllrs Charlie Coats, Nick Cook, Jill Smith, Russ Bailey & Bill Badham. 
b. Finance, Governance & Staffing Committee – Cllrs Bill Nicol, Jill Smith, Charlie Coats & Nick Cook. 
c. Transportation & Road Safety Working Group – Cllrs Charlie Coats, Mark McGillion, Nick Cook & Bill 
Badham. 
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d. Parish Plan Working Group- Cllrs Charlie Coats, Mark McGillion & Russ Bailey 
 

8. To receive Reports: 
 

a. County Councillor report.  Please visit the website for the Annual report 
 

b.  Borough Councillor’s report. The current administration is looking to change its name to North 
Gloucestershire. This is thought to reflect our area better as it is said that many villages and towns don’t feel 
like they are Tewkesbury. Many feel that the suggested name does not reflect the area they live in either. A 
six-week consultation is taking place for residents to have their say. Please let us know or write directly to TBC. 
There is also a new Council plan that was agreed at Full Council last week. Copies can be found on the TBC 
website. It is a very ambitious plan for the next 6 years. Concerns over the unbalanced planning committee, 
have reached Gloucestershire Live. The committee last year was reduced from 19 to 13 members with a 
review into its effectiveness. No review has taken place but the decision to keep to 13 has been made by the 
majority group in the Council. 5 of that 13 all live in Churchdown and it is felt this gives an unbalanced group 
and view, particularly of the more rural areas of the parish, and their planning issues. The new Major is Philip 
Workman, an independent working in the Twyning and North Tewkesbury ward. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
JKS 20/5/2024. There was some discussion on the name change of Tewkesbury Borough Council and it was agreed that 
the Parish Council will complete the online feedback form. 

 

c.  Chairmans report. A relatively quiet month, certainly in terms of meetings and high-profile events but, as 
always, plenty going on behind the scenes to keep the wheels well oiled. Together with Jill I went long to the 
Flood Protection Forum Roadshow event in Minsterworth on Wednesday 25 April. It was helpful to find out 
more about how the Environment Agency, TBC and Gloucestershire County Council coordinate their work. On 
Tuesday 14 May I attended TBC’s Mayor Making Ceremony in Tewkesbury Abbey followed by a reception back 
at the TBC offices. I think this was the first time we have been invited: a useful opportunity to meet Borough 
Cllrs and officers.  On Wednesday 15 May I chaired a meeting of our Planning and Environment Committee. 
The minutes will be available for circulation and consideration at the next full Council meeting. We continue 
to press the EA for updates on action they propose to take regarding the unauthorised tipping off the 
cycleway at the rear of Over Farm. We are told this is currently with their Criminal Action Team, but it is 
difficult to get any details from them. We will continue to press for action and updates. On Thursday (9.30 am) 
I will present the Council’s case opposing the Land South of Maidenhall retrospective planning application for 
the fence. As many residents as possible are encouraged to attend to demonstrate the strength of local 
concern. 18 May, we held our Annual Parish Meting of Residents in a new format as a trial. We invited village 
clubs and societies to put up stalls setting out their wares. Attendance was good and numerous questions 
from the floor were raised during the public session. Many thanks to the Neighbourhood Café for providing 
refreshments.  
 

d.  EWG report. It has been quiet at the moment, but we have started to distribute a survey that has firstly 
been handed out to the Community Café.  Everybody so far has been happy with the activities around the 
village.  We will be handing out to a bigger demographic over the next few weeks, it will be an opportunity to 
form a new plan in the future if needed. We have put two maps up around the village and will ask the football 
club if we can put a larger one up on their changing room, also it may be possible to put one up in the 
community centre complex.  One for a lectern at the entrance to playing fields is also being sort. More wood 
chippings have been laid at Johns wood and due to a power outage Western Power have caused some 
damage to a bush, but they will come back to fix. PROW officer is new, and arrangements have been made for 
them to come and inspect the village Rights of Way. Cllr Badham has removed the green plastic fencing from 
Lassington Reach and it is in my garage for them to collect. Cllr Coats mentioned that the village wasn’t 
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looking tidy at the moment due to the long grass.  Last time the grass was cut, as it was long it left an 
unsightly mess and children couldn’t play on the areas now the grass is longer. It is likely that the contractors 
won’t be here for another 10 days.  It was agreed that the current grass cutting schedule isn’t working and 
that it would be an idea to have an onsite meeting with the borough and UBICO. The footpath to the business 
park has become overgrown and needs reporting. 

           
9. Finances:              

 

a. To approve invoices for payment as per the Payment Schedule. 
 

Item Expenditure Income Power to Spend Comment 

Wages 751.32   LGA 1972 s. 112(2) Pay 

Currys 7.20   LGA 1972 s. 111 Laptop Insurance 

HCCT Room Hire  27.00   LGA 1972 s. 134(4) Room Hire 

Bcard 28.37   LGA 1972 s. 142 Mobile Phone/Internet 

TBC   26000.00   Precept 

M Stock  180.00   H’ways A 1980 s.96 Community Hall Garden maintenance 

Fastshosts 14.39   LGA 1972 s. 142 Webhost website annual renewal 

HPC Websites 250.00   LGA 1972 s. 142 Webhost website annual renewal 

HMRC 212.79   LGA 1972 s. 112(2) Payroll Tax 

Good Neighbour Café 150.00  LGA 1972 s.137 Residents meeting refreshments 

Perpetua Press 398.40  LGA 1972 s. 111 Parish Maps 

Total 2005.08 26000.00   
 

 
Agreed 
 
b. To note the internal Auditors Report for the Financial Year Ending 31st March 2024. 

 
See attached. Noted by all. 

 

c. To adopt the accounts for the Financial Year ending 31st March 2024. 
 

Current Account £67,131.47 67131.47 

General Reserves £12,000.00 -12000.00 

Projects Reserves  £10,000.00 -11462.79 

Old School Ringfenced £10,000.00   

Total to spend £35,131.47 £43,668.68 

Income     

Total   67131.47 

Expenditure   31,225.02 

Total at month end   £35,906.45 

      

Current Account   63400.67 

Reserves   -23462.79 

Total  To Spend   £39,937.88 

 
Agreed & Adopted 
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d. To approve the Annual Governance Statement for The Financial Year ending 31st March 2024 
 

See attached. Approved by all. 
 

e. To approve the Annual Accounting Statement for the Financial Year ending 31st March 2024 
 

See attached. Approved 
 
f. To note the dates of the Exercise of Public Rights (5th June until 14th July 2024) 
 
Approved 

 
10. To consider planning applications received. 

 
Proposed alterations to the front driveway to include relocation, widening and new drop kerb. Proposed 

resurfacing of the front driveway and garden areas and removal of existing tree.  
 

111 Maidenhall Highnam Gloucester Gloucestershire GL2 8DJ Ref. No: 24/00292/FUL 
       
Concern was raised about the tree removal that it is deemed unnecessary; the work has started on the 
removal of the drive; the topsoil has already been removed.  The counter argument would be that other 
properties have paved frontages.  but it was agreed to refuse and strongly oppose the removal of the tree. 
 

11. To consider the location and application for The Community Orchard – Mary Grove. See attached – This is 
an excellent location, and it was agreed by all that the application should be made. 

 
12. To adopt the Risk Assessment & Management Procedures 
 

See attached. Agreed & Adopted 
 
13. To receive information on Digital Accessibility, Inclusion, Support, and Innovation" (DAISI) Project prior to 
presentation at next month’s meeting. Cllr Mark McGillion has met with Lauren Woods from the GRCC who will 
be giving a presentation at the next Full council Meeting.  This is a good initiative that will help those who need it 
in the community. 
 
14. To receive and note any correspondence. 21 Farthing Croft Ash tree- it has been agreed with TBC that the 
tree will be removed. 
 
15. Date of the Next Meeting. Tuesday 18th June 2024 @7.30pm The Old School Highnam 

 
Meeting Closed @ 2025 

 
Signed …………………………………….. Chair         Date……………………………. 

 

https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SBMOFGQDIR400&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.tewkesbury.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=SBMOFGQDIR400&activeTab=summary
https://www.grcc.org.uk/digital-inclusion-accessibility-/digital-inclusion-accessibility-

